Transition Meaford Meeting Notes

May 14th, 2014
In Attendance: Liz B, Steve G, Rick E, Jaden C, Ivan C, Rock P, Klaus W, James W, Cathy M, Lindy I.
1
Intro & Welcome 
2
Community Gardens
Two plant sales (by donation) are happening in May. 
 The Market Meaford May 25th 11  11 am to 3 pm, proceeds will go to Meaford Community Gardens and Edible Perennial Gardens (new project);
 Beaver Valley Elementary School, May 27th, 3:30 to 5:30 pm. (Transition Collingwood)
Action: Jaden C & Ivan C. 
3
B&B Habitat Initiative
Summer Activities:

· Contact the Sydenham Sportsmen’s Association (SSA) to see if they would like to be part of Seedy Sunday, May 25th. (Bee & Bluebird boxes)

· Liaise with Anastasia Sparling to develop a more intimate relationship with her B&B Education Centre.

· Create a letter-to-the-editor highlighting the B&B Habitats around the municipality and/or make contact with Jenn Thompson from The Meaford Independent who may want to do an article on the plight of the monarch & related local habitats.

· Prepare and share the rough draft of a B&B rack card. Incorporate information from the original pamphlet and the Protect Our Bees card produced by Pollination Canada.

· Periodically advise the greater group via an e-summary of what is happening at the national level.

· Create a letter-to-the-editor advising the community as to the positive outcomes related to local farmers and their intent to not use neonics, as well as, to advertise such.

· Share information about the availability of untreated seeds from the major seed companies.

· Sing the praises of small farmers making a difference.

· Rick E. is in contact with other Ontario beekeepers on a daily basis as they monitor what is happening at the Senate Standing Committee for Agriculture and Forestry. They are devising strategies to deal with misinformation. 

· Rick is the guest speaker at the Owen Sound Field Naturalists meeting in June.
Action: By B&B Steering Team

4  
Plastic Film Pilot Project
The project has moved into phase 2inviting the greater community to save film plastic and dispose of it at the transfer station. Project Reps will meet with municipal staff, Thurs. May 22nd to establish the process.                                                                     Action: Steve G & Lindy to attend meeting
5
Community Juice Press
James M. & Jaden C. are in the process of creating a first draft vision for a Not-For-Profit Food Co-operative temporarily called 'The Apple Plant' 

The broader vision includes a green house, farmers’ market, retail space, community kitchen etc (like a Brickworks North)
 A survey is ready for distribution to the wider community i.e. users, producers & suppliers (Ivan C)
 The Local Food Hub vision fits with the Municipality’s Agri-Business Strategy
 Steve Murray is the new Economic Development Officer for the municipality
Action: Jaden C. & Ivan C.to stay active as organizers

6
Earth Week

The Earth Week pilot project was a success.

It is a go for next year.

98 boxes of items were packed.

¾’s of a ton of ‘stuff’ changed hands.

48 volunteers were involved.

The Meaford Independent gave EW exceptional coverage: 2 consecutive Special Features.

Georgian Life   www.georgianlife.ca had a decent photo spread.

In June Jenean L. & Amber K. will do a report to council regarding the success of EW.

Find a ‘champion’ for EW in the 2015 council.

Follow-up evaluation meeting, May 26th.
Action: Jaden C. & Lindy I. continue to work on the organizing team

7
New Spark

Mini-Grid Pilot Project in the Municipality of Meaford: (Below is the rough draft of what was submitted prior to the meeting)
Outline: Transition Meaford is interested in seeing Meaford become a model community with regards to environmental, agricultural and energy related matters. 

With regard to energy related matters, these are our present goals:

1 investigate where and how electrical power is currently being used in the Town

2 suggest and support ideas for reduction in power consumption in the Town

3 suggest and support ideas for implementing solar energy as an alternative

4 be supportive of the spirit of intent of the provincial Green Energy Act

5 share our enthusiasm for this idea/model with the Town Council

6 involve people, place, logistics, education, equipment

7 have a clear benefit statement for community members and respects the environment and is sustainable for the future
Steps:
Advertise our intent to the Town of Meaford and community members

Prepare a plan that rolls out over 12 months that includes awareness, education, action steps, monitoring, discussion and a plan for implementation

Begin a process of documenting and understanding how power is distributed and consumed by public and private users in the Town of Meaford

Define the geography of the Meaford area and get some understanding of the power distribution infrastructure that serves the Town

Make a list of building (and energy) types, i.e. public, education, healthcare, business, industrial, residential, farm related, etc…

Suggest that the 2013 energy consumption for each building be the baseline and encourage education and awareness of the use of electricity

Support and promote the idea that an energy audit of each building be a part of the  awareness and education process about power usage

Host community awareness seminars about solar energy and offer a contingency model for some of the power to be replaced by solar power. The solar power could be acquired by the energy consumer or by a new entity that would act as a locally-owned co-operative power provider

Conduct a focus group on the idea of a local co-operative power provider based on solar energy

Monitor community interest and document any type of participation and measure any type of success that was/wasn’t achieved
Action: Liz B. to advise Rock P. of the municipal contact appropriate for an initial overture.

Rock P. to investigate the possibility of Victoria Village as the pilot project 

Look for an organization interested in joining with the team (Rock P. Rick E. & Jaden C) to take a leadership role.

8
Skills Sharing Network
The group was presented with an invitation to work jointly with Transition Collingwood to build a skill-share network. It is in the beginning stages. Check the Transition Collingwood web site. Ivan envisions a social currency time bank system whereby users can put in a few hours toward Transition as an 'initial deposit', and be able to trade hour-to-hour with others who want to share skills, time, & help with items here and there.
Some folks in Barrie started a Time Bank last year. Saugeen has the Trading Dollar.
Transition Collingwood is open to options and any collaborative ideas to move this forward. 
9
Bridge to Local Government 


The Official Plan has been approved.


The task of creating and/or revising by-laws can now begin.

The upcoming Healthy Communities Conference in Owen Sound will focus on food sustainability, rural poverty & community building.

Participants (Liz B. & Jaden C.) will stay alert to the potential connections that can be made with Transition Meaford.

Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, June 11th, 2014, 7:00 pm at EcoInhabit.

Respectfully submitted: 

Lindy Iversen 

May 15, 2014
FYI
http://www.southwesthealthline.ca/healthlibrary_docs/2014-05_event_GBHealthyCommunitiesConferencePackage.pdf
