
Functional 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbours living on the same street can solve 
many of street-specific issues by themselves. 

Some tools we use to connect neighbours:

- Website can be build to serve as a hub for all 
town neighbourhoods or for a specific 
neighbourhood/street. Example: 
http://beautifulmeaford.transitionmeaford.org

- Communication channels between the 
neighbours. Works best if a ?neighbourhood 
champion? is chosen to facilitate the 
communication:

- email
- phone
- Keybase app (can be used on computer as 

well as smart phone). It is an encrypted tool. 
It is more reliable than social networks or 
free email accounts.

- a single physical mail box can be used for a 
neighbourhood to drop off and read 
news/messages

- For skills and items sharing use Street Bank: it 
is a tool that allows viewing what your 
immediate neighbours have for share and 
request what you need.

Transition Meaford page for this project with 
printable PDF files:
www.transitionmeaford.org/beautiful-meaford

Plan of Action:

- Determine the area of your Functional 
Neighbourhood (it could be either your street or 
neighbourhood that you can determine logical 
boundaries for), list your neighbours.

- Choose your 1st neighbourhood action (see a 
list of possible example actions for ideas) you?ll 
take and choose your preferred communication 
channel.

- Create and distribute the invitation brochure 
with info about your action idea and date when 
you want your neighbours to participate.

- Meet on that date and do the action that you?ve 
planned. Consider making it an annual event.

- Ask for feedback, think up the 2nd action 
together.

- Consider starting newsletter, promote 
Streetbank skill/item share and Keybase or 
whatever other communication channel you 
have chosen. If there is no website for you 
town, consider making something similar to 
Meaford Functional Neighbourhoods site. 

- Determine the most active participants and key 
players in your neighbourhood and plan ahead: 
vision, resilience, sustainability, survival, 
prosperity of your neighbourhood. 

- Collect contacts, determine you team?s 
strengths and weaknesses and continue to 
work. 

Some ideas to inspire:

- Plant trees
- Pickup garbage, clean your street
- Build a community garden or Bee & Batterfly 

Habitat or both! Collect compost and setup a 
composting station for your community garden. 
Setup rainwater collection station.

- Setup bee hives on a volunteer?s property
- Create a bike/walk pathway
- Collect toxic waste and take turns taking it to 

the waste station
- Share cars
- Build a playground on volunteer?s property
- Create a community safety kit/blackout 

charging station and designate a volunteer to 
take care of it 

- Purchase an emergency tent and let a 
designated volunteer store it

- Setup a skillshare and item share for your 
neighbourhood. You can use Streetbank.

- Create a street party to get to know your 
neighbours better

- Get rid of invasive species
- Organize youth club where kids think up their 

own actions and projects to serve community
- Support neighbours businesses
- Organize a street concert with local street 

talents 

See the other side of this brochure for an example 
invitation of your neighbours to participate.
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You can contact me at:

Email: johndoe@gmail.com

Mailbox: 123 River View Drive

Phone: 519-123-4567

Other ways to connect:

Download the Keybase App: https://keybase.io/

Feel free to send me your ideas on what we can do 
next. I suggest setting up a garbage pickup day in 
Spring. Please let me know a day convenient to you. 

Emergency contacts:

Fire services: 519-538-1060 ext. 1602
fire@meaford.ca

Police (emergency): 911 or 1-888-310-1122 toll free

Police (Meaford office): 519 538-1220

Meaford hospital: 519-538-1311 Ext. 4208
      mhfoundation@gbhs.on.ca

HydroOne (power outages info): 1-800-434-1235

Contact Information
Website:

Meaford Hub for
Functional 

Neighbourhoods

http://beautifulmeaford.transitionmeaford.org/

Those of us that have access to Internet can use 
this website to make our communication easier. 
Just visit this website, read the information on the 
front page and create an account to view events in 
your neighbourhood or submit your ideas.

Skill and Item Sharing
Website:

https://www.streetbank.com/

I suggest utilizing this website for skill and items 
sharing and sale between the neighbours. You will 
need to create an account there and enter your 
address. After that you will be able to share and 
see what your neighbours are sharing.

Greetings!

Good day! My name is John Doe and I am your 
neighbour. 

Being neighbours I believe we can solve some of 
the issues on our street and get things done more 
efficiently than working each on our own. 

I have highlighted on the map above the houses 
that I've sent this pamphlet. In case we need to 
clean up some garbage or plant some trees you 
now know who to contact. At any time we can go 
out and quietly make our street a little better.

As a first action I am volunteering to drive the 
toxic waste on March 15. Please leave your toxic 
waste on my driveway on March 15 but not later 
than 8am. 

from your neighbour
on 123 River View Drive
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